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if the peasantry had been fairly installed it would have had
remarkable effects. But the enclosures did not result in instal-
ment of peasants on plots, or create a class of peasant proprietors
as has been done in France. It was the method employed that
created disaster. The very period of change-over from one
system to another extending perhaps over several years was a
time of uncertainty to the peasantry, who were in great doubt
as to what they should do. Cultivation was held up. Then when
the enclosures were actually effected, the peasants had to change
their whole method of farming: in fact to learn a new trade,
for which they were temperamentally ill adapted. Moreover,
the peasants lost their claims for wood for firing and for material
for building their own cottages and farm buildings. Thus was
created a situation from which the present shortage of cottages
has arisen.

Even when the peasants were in possession of their plots they
found themselves involved in a share of the costs of the Act of
Parliament or the Commissioners' Award and also the costs of
fencing in the land. Further, traditional rights of many peasants
over the commons and woods and wastes were ignored by the
Acts of Parliament and Awards of Commissioners, since they
could not be strictly proved by law. Customary rights to catch
rabbits and hares for the pot also disappeared. Finally, unable
to adjust themselves to new methods, and often hopelessly in
debt, the greater number of the peasants sold up their plots and
either became labourers or else drifted to the towns to engage
in industrial work, or possibly in the early nineteenth century
emigrated to the colonies. By the middle of that century the
true peasantry, reduced to a very small class, had been replaced
by rent-paying tenant farmers of the modern English type.
With this disappearance went all that remained of the tradi-
tional peasant gaiety and social life. Concurrently the old
manorial courts and the peasant committees that had controlled
the old village farms ceased to exist or lost their importance.

During all this period there was no organized opposition
from the peasants. The explanation may be that the scattered
peasants of the communal farms had no class-consciousness and